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FIRST EARLY INTERVENTION
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Since 1951, The Arc of the South Shore  
has helped over 100,000 individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities, 
including autism, live their best lives and 
achieve high-quality outcomes. We are a  
family oriented, community-based  
non-profit located in Hingham, MA that 
offers information, referrals, and a range  
of community programs. 

Our mission is to empower families and  
individuals of all ages with disabilities to 
reach their fullest potential. We achieve this 
by providing high-quality individualized  
services and opportunities that foster  
independence, community inclusion,  
and advocacy. 

Our programming supports and empowers 
individuals throughout their lifespan and 
includes:

 Adult Foster Care

 Autism Resource Center

 Community-Based Day Services

 Day Habilitation

 First Early Intervention

 Personal Care Management

 Residential Supports 

We ensure that people with disabilities  
live healthy, safe, independent, and  
empowered lives.



Our First Early Intervention (EI) program  
is an integrated developmental service,  
offering both evaluation and therapeutic 
services to children from birth to three 
years of age who have developmental  
concerns due to biological, medical, or  
environmental factors. EI is a family  
centered program in which parents and 
caregivers actively participate.

SERVICE MODEL:
Services are provided in everyday natural  
settings, including your home, child care  
center, the home of a family member or  
childcare provider, in small integrated groups at 
our center, and in a range of other community 
settings. This team-based, collaborative model 
allows the child, family, caregivers, and EI  
professionals to work together to create  
increased opportunities for learning. A variety of 
services, including parent support, educational 
services, and resource referrals are also provided.

PROGRAM GOALS: 

  Enhance the family’s ability to support their  
  child’s development

  Provide information and resources to families  
  and community agencies

  Support parents through the transition to new  
  or continuing programs when their child  
  leaves EI

  Help children and their families acquire the  
  skills they need to grow into happy and  
  healthy members of the community

FIRST EARLY INTERVENTION
COMMUNITIES SERVED: 
We serve the following communities:

  Braintree, Cohasset, Hingham, Hull, Norwell,  
  Scituate, and Weymouth

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 
If your child is aged 0-3, and you can answer yes 
to any of the following statements, your child may 
be eligible for services:

  My child was born prematurely

  My child has a vision and/or hearing  
  impairment

  My child is having behavioral or attention  
  difficulties

  My child was born with a disability or health  
  condition that affects his/her development

  My child is slow to sit up, stand, walk, talk,  
  or do things for him/herself

WORKING TOGETHER:
The EI team works with each family to determine 
what type of developmental help would be most 
beneficial as well as when, where, how, and with 
whom services will take place. In addition to the 
family, the team may include developmental  
specialists, physical/occupational/speech  
therapists, social workers, dieticians, nurses,  
and pediatricians. We also work in collaboration 
with community resources such as center-based 
day care, family day care, family network  
services, school services, Head Start, and private  
therapy services in the area. Service plans are 
individualized and flexible in order to meet the 
changing needs of the child and family.

SERVICES PROVIDED: 
EI is paid for by private insurance, MassHealth, 
and the Department of Public Health. We offer 
the following services:

  Developmental screenings and assessments  
  for all infants and toddlers

  Service coordination and individualized  
  family service plans

  Therapeutic services in speech, occupational,  
  and physical therapy; developmental  
  education; social work and counseling; and  
  more

  Treatment sessions that support children and  
  families within their natural environment

  Transportation

  Information and referrals to community  
  programs and specialty providers including  
  low vision, hearing impairment, and autism  
  services

  Educational resources

  Transition planning with special education  
  providers and private preschools

  Infant and toddler groups as well as parent  
  supports

  Training for community child care providers


